tigated in several laboratories worldwide. One nonlinear
optical effect which appears promising lor device applica-
tion is optical limiting of nanosecond duration visible laser
pulses in Cgo solutions. Experimental and theoretical study
of this phenomenon at CAT has led to a betier under-
standing ol the underlying physical mechanism. In Ca,
absorption in the visible region results in excitation of the
molecules to the long-lived triplet state. The absorption
from this level is much stronger than that from the ground
state and earlier it was believed that this 'reverse saturable
absorption” is responsible for the observed limiting, The
work at CAT has shown that this mechanism cannot fully
account for the experimental observations and, in fact, a
stronger role in the limiting action is played by induced
scattering in Coo solutions. The scattering has been found
Lo be laser Nuence dependent and appears Lo be of thermal
origin, Furthermore, nonlinear refraction in Cao solution,
resulting Trom relractive index changes which can be due
to heating and population transler to the triplet state, has
been shown to be important.

High resolution FIR and TR spectroseopy

A torsion-rotation-distorsion interaction Hamiltonian
has been developed lor symmetric and slightly asymmetric
molecules capable of hindered internal rotation in a three
fold potential barrier. The model has been successfully
applicd 1o the case of methyl alcohol, which is a slightly
asymmetric molecule and is the best source of optically
pumped FIR laser lines. The analysis has resulted in the
inferpretation of torsion-rotation and vibration-torsion-
rotation high resolution Fourier transform spectra of
methanol and some of its isotopic derivatives, c.g.,
BCH30H, CDAOH, “CD3OH, and CH3OD. For the
parcnt specics the IR analysis resulted in the assignments
and predictions ol many optically pumped FIR laser lines,
Of particular importance is the identification and predic-
tion of FIR laser lines from the highly excited torsional
states in the C-0 stretch state. Using accurate combination
loops the frequencies of the emission lines obtained 1o at

Sealed-oll nitrogen laser developed at CAT,

least an order of magnitude better accuracy than can be
obtained from direct wavelength measurements. This study
ol the FIR absorption spectrum (20 - 350 -;*m']] has resulted
in an atlas of about 20,000 precise line positions with an
accuracy ol about 5 MHz. This atlas has been identified by
the Journal of Molecular Spectroscopy as a secondary
wavenumber standard in the FIR region.

The study on the other isotopes of methanol has made
it possible to interpret their laser Stark spectra and double
resonance spectra. A Coriolis interaction model has also
been developed for the perturbation observed in the ex-
cited vibrational state and to identify and predict many
aptically pumped FIR laser lines. The laser Stark study has
provided accurate dipole moments and zero field transition
[requencies in the ground state. Accurate molecular
parameters are obtained for these isotopes. The interaction
model was also applied in the case of a molecule with
symmetric framework (cthane-D3) to interpret the weak
and complicated spectra in the three lowest torsional states
and the molecular parameters were determined. These
results will be usclul for finding new emission lines with the
optically pumped FIR laser being developed at CAT.

ACCELERATOR PROGRAMME

RE ion source

A radio frequency (RF) ion source has been developed
for a 150 keV ion implantor. This ion source is capable of
providing any gascous ion, An indigencously developed
RF power source that operates at a frequency of 189.7 MHz
has been used for this purpose.

The RF source consists of a quartz tube (44 mm
diameter, 200 mm length) with a tungsten electrode lused
al onc end. The extraction potential is applied to this
clectrode. To prevent damage to this clectrode from the
electrons, a perforated quartz shield is provided. On the
other end of the quartz tube an extraction port, having a
highly polished aluminum canal with an aluminum col-
limator, is lixed. This assembly is housed in a stainless steel
jacket which is insulated from it by a ceramic ring. The gas
is fed into the source using a fine control needle valve. The
RF power is transferred to the quartz tube by a capacitive
coupling via an RF-matching network, The capacitance
can be varied from 0 to 8 pF. Focusing of the ions at the
extraction port is achieved by a solenoidal lield.

Helium and argon ions have been extracted using this
source in the pressure range 107 to 10° mbar. The RF
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