the bacteria. Whereas the use of exogenous photosensitiser
has proved very effective for inactivation of Gram-positive
bacteria, it has not been that effective for Gram-negative
bacteria. This is due to presence of highly organized outer
membrane in Gram-negative bacteria, which hinders the
uptake of photosensitizer. Another approach for
photodynamic inactivation of bacteria is to make use of
endogenously produced porphyrins, which can also serve as
efficient photosensitizers. Enhancement of endogenous
synthesis of porphyrins can be achieved by addition of &-
aminolaevulinic acid (ALA), a precursor for haem
synthesis. For Gram-negative bacteria use of ALA has the
additional advantage that in contrast to exogenously
administered porphyrins, which are less permeable, ALA
can penetrate Gram-negative bacteria through hydrophilic
pores present in the membrane. However, previous attempt
to use ALA induced porphyrins for photodynamic
inactivation of Psendomonas. aeruginosa (a Gram-negative
bacteria often a cause of infections in hospitalized patients)
did not give satisfactory results due to insufficient formation
of photodynamically active protoporphyrins, Therefore, the
use of glutathione (GSH), to increase the biosynthesis of
porphyrins in bacteria was investigated
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Fig.L.5.1 Survival of cells treated with ALA and
irradiated with light at 405nm with and without GSH.

Large decrease in cell survival was observed in cells
treated with GSH as compared to cells without GSH. Cell
death was 85% as compared 10% observed without GSH for
the same light dose (22.5kl/m") (fig.L.5.1). Experiments
revealed that the enhanced inactivation in presence of GSH
is not only due to the expected enhancement in the synthesis
of porphyrins but presence of GSH also reduces the
photoirradiation induced conversion of photadynamically
more active protoporphyrins to less active coproporphyrins.
These findings may be useful for treatment of antibiotic
tesistant strain of Pseudomonas aeruginosa, which often
cause infection of burn injuries and surgical wounds in
hospitalized patients.

{Contributed by: Dr. PK Gupta; pkgupta@cat.eret.in)
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L.6 Depolarization of light in tissue phantoms — effect
of a distribution in the size of scatterers

The studies show that the depolarization behavior of
light on propagation through a sample having a mixture of
suspension of monodisperse polystyrene microspheres of
two different sizes is dominated by the smaller of the two
scatterers. In contrast, the estimates for the anisotropy
parameter (g) for this sample, obtained from a measurement
of the angular distribution of the scattered light, are
observed to be closer to the value corresponding to the larger
of the two scatterers. These results imply that the
depolarization behavior of biological tissue having
scatterers ranging in size from 0.luym (mitochondria,
lisosomes, perixosomes and other sub-cellular structures) to
~10 -20um (cell as a whole) will be similar to that of a
monodisperse medium having scatterers of the lower size
band. However the anisotropy parameter for the biological
tissue will correspond to that of a monodisperse medium
having scatterers of the larger size band. These results are
able to explain the apparent discrepancy reported in
literature in the depolarization behavior of a biological
tissue and matched monodisperse scattering samples having
the same wvalue of anisotropy parameter and optical
thickness.

(Contributed by: Dr. PK Gupta; pkgupta@cat.ernet.in)

L.7 Growth of large size KDP crystals and device
fabrication

Potassium dihydrogen phosphate (KDP) crystals are
important for laser fusion activity due to their ability to
generate second and third harmonics of high power Nd:
YAG and Nd: Glass lasers. To face high-energy lasers, high
quality KDP crystals are required in large size. We have
succeeded in growing highly transparent KDP crystals
weighing 1280g and with dimensions 75x78x125mm’ by
platform technique (see fig.L.7.1). The growth was
conducted in an indigenously designed 20 liters crystalliser
and 200 liters water bath. A small KDP crystal of size
~5x5x8mm’ was used as a seed and the growth run was
conducted upto 28 days without a single nucleation and
inclusion.

Second harmonic generation (SHG) elements have
been prepared with maximum element size as large as
41x41x25mm’, SHG cells have also been designed and
fabricated (see fig.L.7.2). A number of KDP type-1l SHG
elements and SHG cells with three different aperture sizes
have been prepared and supplied to several groups at CAT,
BARC and some academic institutions in India. SHG
conversion efficiency has been achieved as high as 31.8%
without accounting for reflection losses for 151m)/Tns Nd:
YAG laser.



